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~ Outside students
keep off, 69%
Comed-K engg
seats go vacant

Bengaluru: With students
from outside Karnataka
staying away from profes-
sional college admissions
this year due to the pande-
mic, asmany as 69% of eng-
ineering seats vested with
Comed-K have remained
unfilled after counselling
ended on December 31, re-
ports Sruthy Susan Ullas.
Besides, many private
engineering colleges have so
far surrendered about 7 ,000
seats to the Karnataka Fx.
aminations Authority, This
includes seats to be allotteqd
through Comed-K and under
the management quota. Ac-
cordingtodetails given by the
Qon.sortium of Medical, Eng-
Ineering and Dental Colleges
- Ka}*nataka (Comed-K), total
engineering seats available
under Comed-K was 15,020.

Of this, 10,309 are vacant.,
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;1 the story wasn’'t very
different in 2019 when
Il 97820f 16,216 seats re-
mained unfilled.
)1 MK Panduranga Shetty,
secretary, Karnataka Un-
aided Private Engineering
Colleges’ Association, said:
«The vacant Comed-K seats
will be returned to colleges.
Karnataka Examinations
Authority can now fill up
the 7,000 seats we handed to
the government.” '
Themaximum hitistak-
en by traditional engineer-
ing streams of civil and me-
chanical. Of 2,111 mechani-
cal seats up for grabs, a
whopping 89% are vacant.
In civil engineering, only

{ . 184 seats of the 1,700 were

taken. In many colleges, on-
ly one or two seats in these
streams have been filled.
Many engineering col-
leges withdrew their seats
from Comed-K counseling
and offered them for lesser
fees through CET. “For
Comed-K quota, aspirants
from outside Karnataka
form a large proportion of
students. With the pandem-
ic, parents are apprehen-
sive about sending stu-
dents. Thisistrueeven with
stqdents who havetaken ad-
mission. They prefer online
classes,” said BV Ravishan-
kar, principal, BMS College
of Engineering,
. The Karnataka Rxam-
nations Authority has an-
nounced another round of
cpunseling for englneel.*ing.
Comed-K hassaid it will not
conduct any for this aca-
demicyear,




