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fornot 'mforming them inad-

vance about the scheduled
runway closure. TNN

Web series sparks organ donation idea,
B'luru youth wins Microsoft Challenge

Farheen.Hussain
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When Pratik
Mohapatra began watching a
popular web series, the por-
trayal of the gap between de-
mand for organs and their av-
ailability hithim hard. As the
series progressed, Pratik be-
gan working on a solution to
the problem faced by the on-
screen protagonist.
“Thelead actor strugglesto
find an organ for his ill son
and even goestoaquestionab-
le extent in his desperation to
save him. It shows how diffi-
cult it is to get an organ in In-
dia and even in other parts of
theworld.Iwanted toputtech-
nology to good use to find aso-
lution,” said Pratik,afinal-ye-
ar undergraduate student of
RV College of Engineering.
Today, Pratik’s Artiflcial
Intelligence-based solution—
OrganSecure — has won Mi-
crosoft’s 2019 Al for Good 1dea

Bengaluru,
with a builder, Bharat Reddy,
who hasan office in Jayanagar.

BRIGHT MIND: Pratik’s creation
has won Microsoft's 2019 Al for
Good |dea Challenge award

Challenge award. The 21-year-
old won an Xbox One X console
and an Nvidia Quadro grap-
hics processing unit worth
$2,500 in the competition for
which he applied two months
ago. At that time, he was inter-
ning with the company and his
was among the three winning
ideas. The computer science
student was always enthused
about Al and Machine Lear-
nin-based technologies.

were employed 12.45pm on Monday ana ae-

manded the test drive.

“Weasked them towaitun-

Time, organs wasted
if there’s no match

There have beeninstances
whenauthorities getan
organ, butrealise the same
doesn'tmatch with the
recipient. Not just precious
time,evenorgansare -
wasted inthe process.
OrganSecure can help avoid
suchssituations

Pratik Mohapatra |

STUDENT, CREATOR OF ORGANSECURE

Tech solution promises
faster,accurate match
After watching the series,
Pratik did some research on
the organ donation scene and
realised that even World He-
alth Organization statistics
weren’t favourable.

“I wanted to solve the cur-
rent problem, where organs
are given on a first-come, first-
served basis,” he explained.
Apart from a long waiting De-

RVCE Student:Pratik’s creation has won Microsoft’s 2019 Al for Good Idea Challenge award

COULL. 11IEY WELU pl tniuws wanas
and released on Monday ) it-
self,” HSR Layout police said.

riod, the other problems inclu-
de matching of blood groups,
platelet count and the remai-
ninglifespan of therecipient.
OrganSecure promises to

quickly match donors and pro-
vide real-time updates to those
in need of a transplant. It uses
Al to evaluate parameters like
blood groups, antigens and the
number of daysarecipient will
possiblylive. It matches donors
with recipients on priority. “It
can reduce chances of error
and help people waiting for or-
gans, making the host-donor
matching process more trans-
parent,” said Pratik.

He began working on the
solution six months ago and
hopes tobring it to the masses
in another seven months. The
youngster further plans to ta-
ke the technology to other
parts of India and across the
world eventually. Pratik is al-
so looking forward to joining
Microsoft after completing
his course in 2020.




